Micafungin: the US perspective.
Invasive fungal infections cause considerable morbidity and mortality in nosocomial settings and amongst immunocompromised hosts. Invasive candidiasis and aspergillosis remain the most common invasive fungal infections, with Candida spp. constituting the fourth most common bloodstream infection in the USA. Currently available antifungal therapies include the polyene, antimetabolite, allylamine, azole and echinocandin drug classes. Micafungin, approved in March 2005 by the Food and Drug Administration for use in the USA, has shown safety and efficacy for the treatment of candidiasis and aspergillosis in clinical trials in Japan, Europe and South Africa. Micafungin holds promise as a first-line treatment option for candidiasis, as well as prophylaxis against invasive fungal infections during periods of neutropenia in high-risk patients.